
 

 

“d'Insle" Safety Concept valid from 08 June 2020 
 

 

Dear parents, 

 

In accordance with the most recent requirements of the Canton of Zurich's public school 

authority (VSA) and in line with our preliminary information of 29.05.2020, we would like to 

present to you the adapted safety concept of the Montessori School "d'Insle", which is valid for 

the time being for the period from 08.06.2020 to the end of the school year.  

 

1. Principles and Goals 
 

This safety concept is based on the specifications of the BAG as well as the implementation 

regulations of the VSA dated 29.05.2020. The direct and indirect protection of children, parents 

and school employees against COVID-19 infection continues to be the main focus, whereby 

special attention is paid to particularly vulnerable persons. According to studies, only just over 

1% of COVID-19 cases affect children under 12 years of age. For this reason, "the interaction of 

children in the school setting is not defined as close contact" (quote from the BAG). 

 

With the further relaxation step as of 08.06.2020, the greatest possible normality in school will 

be restored, whereby great importance will continue to be attached to compliance with the 

official protection requirements. However, the children are to experience the greatest possible 

normality in their relationship with comrades and teachers, and the regular provision of 

individual instruction is once again accorded central importance. 

 

Supplementary school offers will be resumed as far as possible; additional care (after-school 

care) and courses will again take place within the usual framework. School visits and face-to-

face meetings with parents are again permitted as long as distance and hygiene regulations for 

adults are observed. Only larger gatherings with more than 30 people will be excluded until 

further notice. In addition, the organisation of lessons, daily routines and supervision must not 

lead to large gatherings of people and it must be possible to comply with the distance and 

hygiene regulations for adults. 

 

 

2. Compulsory Education 
 

With the resumption of regular attendance classes, compulsory attendance in school is once 

again in effect for everyone! 

 



Only if there are serious reasons against attending the physical lessons can an application for a 

school dispensation be submitted to the school management upon presentation of a medical 

certificate. 

 

 

3. Organization of Lessons 
 

Classes will again take place as pure attendance sessions in the usual group composition 

and according to the regular timetable "2nd semester school year 2019/20", which was valid 

before the Corona Lockdown. 

 

Gymnastics and swimming lessons will also be offered again on a regular basis. We reserve 

the right to make changes due to spatial requirements or personnel restrictions. 

 

 

4. Daily Routine 
 

Because more than 150 children arrive at Signaustrasse every day during normal operation and 

are also picked up again, there is a considerable "traffic volume". Since larger crowds of people 

must continue to be avoided and the rules of distance between adults must be observed, 

certain time and organisational regulations are required for the arrival and, in particular, 

for the collection of children. For this reason, a "gate" will remain at the entrances to the 

school and the children's house. There, an employee will receive the children, check their body 

temperature using a contactless infrared thermometer and, if necessary, deny access to 

unauthorised persons. 

 

4.1 Arrival  
 

Since the start of lessons already according to the regular timetable differs according to age, a 

natural staggering of lessons occurs when the children arrive; this is as follows: 

 

Arrival times Signaustrasse: 

 Primary middle school students (MS): 07:30 - 08:00 

 Primary primary school pupils (GS 1 & 2): from 07:30 - 08:30 

 Kindergarten children (KG 1 & 2): from 07:30 - 09:00 

 Prekindergarten children (VK 1 & 2): from 07:30 - 09:00 

For families with several children, the earlier time applies to all children. 

 

Procedure on arrival: 

By public transport / on foot: The child walks independently or accompanied to the gate      

of the school building, Kinderhaus or VK 2. 

 

By car: In order to avoid traffic jams in front of the school, we are grateful to parents if 

they spread the children over the time window (see above) if possible and do not bring 

them at the last possible time. The following procedure should still be observed:  

Primary:   Only children get out of the car, parents stay in the car and leave 

immediately afterwards to make room for others. 

Kindergarten:  If possible, only the children get out of the car, the parents stay 

in the car and drive away immediately to leave the space for 

others. 

Pre-kindergarten:  Call the class just before arrival to inform them. On arrival, let the 

child get out of the car, accompany him/her to the gate 



(Kinderhaus or VK 2) and hand the child over to the responsible 

caregiver; children who can walk do not come in a stroller! 

4.2 Lunch 
 

Lunch will again be served in the dining hall of the school and children's house as usual. In 

order to avoid queues, the children sit down at the tables and receive cutlery, drink and a ladled 

plate served at the place by the caretakers - self-service is still excluded for hygienic 

reasons! For this reason, there is no salad buffet, but the children are served a salad in small 

bowls. The meal times correspond to the usual timetable. The prekindergarten children eat as 

usual in their own rooms. 

 

After lunch and brushing their teeth, the children return to their class. Each class goes daily, 

before or after lunch, to one of the surrounding parks to get exercise and fresh air. Internal 

coordination ensures that a maximum of one group from our school is in the same park at the 

same time. 

 

4.3 Pick-up Signaustrasse 
 

There is no need for a staggered timetable for picking up the pre-school and kindergarten 

children, as the smaller size of the groups in the VK and the regular half afternoon groups in the 

KG mean that there is automatically a separation. 

 

However, in order to avoid the accumulation of waiting parents in front of the school building, 

the following staggered pick-up times apply: 

 

Class Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

GS1 16:00-16:15 15:45-16:00 12:45-13:00 13:00-13:15 15:45-16:00 

GS2 15:45-16:00 16:00-16:15 13:00-13:15 12:45-13:00 16:00-16:15 

MS 16:15-16:30 16:15-16:30 13:15-13:30 16:00-16:15 16:15-16:30 

 

For families with several children, the later time applies to all children.  

 

Procedure for pick-up: 

Older children who go home independently and unaccompanied leave the school 

building after saying goodbye to the teacher (without a handshake). MS students are 

expected to be able to manage their way home independently, provided that no younger 

siblings are picked up, or if a car pick-up is mandatory due to a distant residence. 

 

Pick-up by public transport / on foot: The person picking up the children will have to 

wait in the queue in front of the school or children's house; please observe the yellow 

distance markings on the pavement! The children will be seen off by the supervisor of the 

"Dismissal" in the order of the waiting people. 

 

By car: To avoid traffic jams in front of the school, the pickup should be as punctual as 

possible within the time window according to the schedule (see above)!  

 

Primary school pupils:  the parents stay in the car; the child is said goodbye by the 

supervisor of the "Dismissal", goes to the car and gets in, so that 

the departure can take place quickly to free the place for others. 

Kindergarten children:  the parents stay with their car; a supervisor takes the child to 

the car, where the person picking up the child places it in the child 



seat; after that the departure is as soon as possible to leave the 

car to free the place for others. 

Pre-kindergarten:  individual pick-up as before, by telephone (VK 1) or by ringing the 

doorbell (VK 2), then the child is brought downstairs. 

After-school care school + children's house:  

 individual pick-up as before, by telephone call to the after-school 

care telephone of the school or children's house 

 

 

5. Extracurricular Activities and Childcare 
 

As in previous weeks, the prekindergartens will continue to be run according to the regular 

programme and timetable. Of course, all protective and hygienic measures (see 7. below) 

apply to the prekindergartens, applied analogously to the age group. 

 

The regular additional childcare is again open from 07:00 to 18:00; evening childcare until 

19:00 is also offered again by appointment. The contractual registration and payment conditions 

apply as before the Corona Lockdown with all-inclusive care or care vouchers.  

 

 

6. Additional Offers and Courses 
 

As of 08.06.2020, all liesure courses and the Gymi preparation course (currently only 5th 

class) will take place again, subject to possible restrictions regarding certain sports. 

Accordingly, from this date on, all agreed upon financial obligations are once again fully valid. 

 

Individual instrumental lessons as well as support lessons will take place again from 

08.06.2020; the respective individual agreements made will apply.  

 

According to the instructions of the elementary school authority, excursions in larger groups, 

school trips or class camps are prohibited until the 2020 summer holidays. Also not permitted 

are any events such as school or graduation parties which lead to large gatherings of people. 

Our school naturally adheres to these regulations and therefore regrets that we will not be 

holding our traditional summer party, exams or pot-luck parties. 

 

 

7. Protective and Hygiene Measures 
 

The known general hygiene measures are still valid: 

 Keep distance (especially among adults 2 m) 

 Greetings without handshake 

 Wash hands regularly (at least 30 sec.) 

 Cough / sneeze in elbows 

 Sick people stay at home! (in the case of symptoms such as fever, cough, etc.) 

 

 

To ensure the safety of children and employees, we continue to adhere to the following 

measures: 

 Access to the classrooms is generally reserved for staff and our children/students. 

However, parents and visitors may enter the rooms by invitation or with the 

permission of a teacher or the school management. The contact details of visitors 



from outside the school must be collected and made known to the school management 

(ensuring contact tracing). 

 Cafeteria and guest toilets will remain closed to parents and visitors until further notice. 

 When the children arrive, the temperature of the children is measured with an infrared 

thermometer; from a temperature of 38.0° the child must go home again. 

 A hand disinfectant is available at the entrance to each location; however, this is 

reserved for adults, as disinfectants are not suitable for children's hands! 

 To avoid aerosol concentrations in the classrooms, regular airing during the school 

hours is ensured. 

 The children's work tables are cleaned with a disinfectant at the end of each day at the 

end of the lessons, as are frequently used surfaces such as stair railings, door handles, 

etc.  

 The Montessori materials must not be cleaned with disinfectants, as otherwise the paint 

may be damaged. Furthermore, this is not necessary because the children wash their 

hands thoroughly with soap before working, as well as before lunch and after each visit 

to the toilet. For this purpose Montessori has developed a special hand washing 

exercise! In addition, studies have shown that the corona viruses are not able to survive 

on smooth, dry surfaces, i.e. they can be detected but are no longer able to reproduce 

(see ZDF programme "Markus Lanz" of 31.03.2020 regarding Heinsberg study 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VP7La2bkOMo ). 

 Hygiene masks: Children do not wear masks. It is up to our employees and visitors to 

decide whether they want to wear a mask in class or during discussions. For contacts 

between adults, which take place for more than 15 minutes and at a distance of less 

than 2 metres, the wearing of a hygiene mask is recommended. Parents are free to 

decide whether they want to wear masks when bringing and picking up the children. 

 The kitchen staff always wear gloves and a hygiene mask when working in the kitchen 

and dining room. 

 

 

8. Employees of the School 
 

Employees who belong to a risk group and have a medical certificate may not be employed in 

classroom teaching. Wherever possible, they support the staff or the school administration from 

their home office; otherwise they are obliged to register for short-time work.  

 

All employees, especially those in attendance teaching and childcare, are obliged to report any 

health problems, especially if they involve one or more typical Covid-19 symptoms, to their 

direct superiors or the school management immediately and before entering the 

classrooms. They decide whether the employee(s) can come to work or must first see a doctor 

and be tested for Covid-19. 

 

 

9. Handling Quarantine and Isolation Measures 

For both employees and children: Anyone showing typical Covid-19 disease 

symptoms (e.g. cough, sore throat, shortness of breath with or without fever, feverish 

feeling or muscle pain and/or sudden loss of sense of smell or taste) immediately goes 

into self-isolation. Anyone who has had close contact with a sick person, e.g. in the 

context of family cohabitation, is placed in quarantine (see BAG guidelines "Self-isolation 

and quarantine" or exposé "Contact tracing in compulsory schools ...", written by the School 

Medical Service of the Canton of Zurich on 12 May 2020).  



If two or more cases of illness with typical COVID-19 symptoms occur in a class, or if a 

person tests positive for COVID-19, the school management immediately calls in medical 

advice and informs all parents of this group. Depending on the instructions of the School 

Medical Service or the Contact Tracer, children and/or caregivers who have had close 

contact with an infected person can be placed in self quarantine. Close contact" means 

a distance of less than 2 metres for more than 15 minutes without the teacher or caregiver 

wearing a hygiene mask. 

 

Yours sincerely - and stay healthy! 

Verena and Jürg R. Schüepp-Lanz 

for the school management of "d'Insle" Montessori-Schule AG 


