
 

 

Information 9 of the school leadership from 07.05.2020 about the 

Corona Virus 

 

SAFETY CONCEPT "d'Insle" from 11 May to 5 June 2020 
 

Dear parents, 

 

With reference to our preliminary information of 06.05.2020, we present to you below the 

detailed safety concept of the Montessori School "d'Insle", which is for the time being valid for 

the period from 11.05 to 05.06.2020. 

 

1. Principles and Objectives 
 

This safety concept is based on the specifications of the BAG dated 29.04.2020 and the 

implementation regulations of the VSA dated 30.04.2020. The focus is on direct and indirect 

protection against COVID-19 infection for children, parents and school employees, with special 

attention being paid to particularly vulnerable persons. According to studies, only just over 1% 

of COVID-19 cases affect children under 12 years of age. For this reason, "the interaction of 

children in the school setting is not defined as close contact" (quote from the BAG). 

 

The aim is to strike a balance between the greatest possible normality at school and compliance 

with the protection requirements of the authorities. The children should once again experience 

direct contact with their peers and teachers and be able to benefit from the possibility of 

individual instruction. 

 

While parents experience a significant relief from homeschooling, the multiple burden of 

teaching in sub-groups must remain bearable for the staff. The organisation of lessons, daily 

routine and supervision must not lead to large crowds of people and it must be possible to 

maintain the distance requirements for adults. 

 

2. Compulsory School Attendance 
 

The principle of compulsory schooling for children from kindergarten level upwards was never 

suspended, even during the lockdown. Therefore, with the resumption of compulsory schooling 

in groups of a maximum of 15 children, compulsory school attendance is once again 

generally applicable. 

 

If there are serious reasons against attendance of compulsory education (e.g. high-risk person 

in the same household), an application can be made to the school management upon 

presentation of a medical certificate. 

 

 



 

3. Organisation of Lessons 
 

Due to the group size of around 30 pupils per class in kindergarten and primary school, a 

division into two half groups is unavoidable due to official regulations. After a thorough 

examination of all possible variations, both in terms of the lessons themselves and the daily 

schedule, the teaching staff and the school management decided on the attendance lessons in 

daily alternating semi-groups per class. 

 

The children in each class are divided into two half-groups; while one group stays at school for 

a whole day, the children in the other half-group work at home on prepared homework. On the 

following school day the setting changes, so that during the total of 17 school days during the 

four weeks from 11.05. to 05.06. (after deduction of three public holidays) one half group has 8 

and the other 9 attendance days (for opening hours see " 4. Daily schedule" and "5. 

Extracurricular activities and supervision"). On the Wednesday before Ascension Day, 

20.05.2020, the school will be open until 6 p.m., contrary to the usual rule. 

 

The mornings are always led by the German-speaking teacher, while the afternoon is led by the 

English-speaking teacher. The French lessons are evenly distributed throughout the week in the 

semi-groups. Music and handicrafts are integrated as far as possible into everyday life, also 

depending on whether the responsible subject teachers are fit for duty based on personal risk 

assessment. 

 

The allocation of the children to the semi-groups was communicated to the parents of 

kindergarten and primary school pupils together with the preliminary information dated 

06.05.2020. Children of the same family are always assigned to the same attendance days. 

 

In order to guarantee sufficient and even attendance for all, these classes are also offered on 

afternoons when school is not in session according to the regular timetable. If a child attends an 

extra-curricular course during this time, parents can apply to the school management for partial 

dispensation from attendance lessons during this time (for internal leisure activities see "6. 

Additional activities and courses"). 

 

According to the information available to date from the City of Zurich, the gymnasiums and 

swimming pools have not yet been approved for school sports until 08.06.2020. However, 

gymnastics will be integrated into everyday life by the classroom teachers as part of the 

attendance lessons. 

 

4. Daily Routine 
 

Despite the division into half groups, more than 80 children will arrive at Signaustrasse every 

day and will also be picked up again. In order to cope with this considerable "traffic volume" 

without unacceptable crowds and in compliance with the distance regulations for adults, a 

relatively rigid timetable and clear procedural rules for arrival and pick-up are required. We 

ask all parents to strictly adhere to these rules! A "gate" will be set up at the entrances to both 

the school and the children's house, where an employee will receive the children, check their 

body temperature using a contactless infrared thermometer and, if necessary, deny access to 

unauthorised persons. 

 

 

 

 



4.1. Arrival  
 

Arrival times Signaustrasse: 

 Primary upper elementary school students (MS):   08:00 - 08:15 

 Primary lower elementary school students (GS 1 & 2):  08:15 - 08:30  

 Kindergarten children (KG 1 & 2):     08:30 - 09:00 

 Prekindergarten children (VK 1 & 2):       from 07:30 - 09:00 

For families with several children, the earlier time applies to all children. 

 

Should there still be problems, they must be settled in individual arrangements: 

 for the school building with A. Malmgren   043 443 00 33      (schulleitung@dinsle.ch)  

 for the children's house with C. Kirmizikaya  043 443 00 34      (schulleitung@dinsle.ch) 

 for prekindergarten and after-school care with the head of the respective class 

 

Procedure on Arrival: 

By public transport / on foot: The child walks independently or accompanied to the 

gate of the school building, children's house or VK 2. 

 

By car: In order to avoid traffic jams in front of the school, arrival should be on time 

within the time window as planned (see above)! A traffic attendant with a reflective 

vest will help to regulate the delivery and collection situation; the instructions of the 

security personnel must be followed!  

Primary school students:  only children get out of the car, parents stay in the car 

and leave immediately afterwards to make room for others. 

Kindergarten children:  if possible, only the children get out of the car, parents 

stay in the car and drive away immediately to leave the 

seat for others. 

Pre-kindergarten children:  call the class just before arrival to inform them. On arrival, 

let the child get out of the car, accompany him/her to the 

gate (Kinderhaus or VK 2) and hand the child over to the 

responsible caregiver; children who can walk do not come 

in a pram! 

 

4.2 Lunch 
 

Lunch will take place as usual in the dining hall of the school and children's house. Thanks 

to the semi-groups and relaxed seating, the distance rules among the children can also be 

observed here. In order to avoid queues, the children sit down at permanently assigned places 

and receive cutlery, drink and a ladled plate served at the place by the after-school care staff - 

self-service is prohibited for hygienic reasons! For this reason, there is no salad buffet, but the 

children are served a salad in small bowls. The meal times correspond to the usual timetable. 

The prekindergarten children eat as usual in their own rooms. 

 

After lunch and brushing their teeth in small groups, the children return to their class. Each half 

group goes daily, before or after lunch, to one of the surrounding parks to get exercise and fresh 

air. Internal coordination ensures that a maximum of one group from our school is in the same 

park at the same time. 
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4.3 Pick-up Signaustrasse 
 

Pick-up times Signaustrasse: 

 Kindergarten children (KG 1 & 2):   15:30 - 16:00 

 Primary school students (GS 1 & 2, MS)  16:00 - 16:30 

For families with several children, the later time applies to all children.  

Should there still be problems, they must be settled in individual arrangements (see 4.1. 

Arrival). 

 

Procedure for pick-up: 

Older children who go home independently and unaccompanied leave the school 

building after saying goodbye to the teacher (without a handshake). 

 

Pickup by public transport / on foot: The person picking up the child will join the 

waiting lines in front of the school or children's house; please observe the yellow 

distance markings on the pavement! The children will be seen off by the supervisor of 

the "Dismissal" in the order of the waiting people. 

 

By car: To avoid traffic jams in front of the school, the pickup should be as punctual as 

possible within the time window according to the schedule (see above)! A traffic 

attendant with reflective vests will help to regulate the delivery and pick-up situation; the 

instructions of the security personnel must be followed! 

Primary school pupils:  the parents stay in the car; the child must say goodbye to 

the supervising person of the "Dismissal", go to the car 

and get in, so that the departure can take place quickly to 

free the place for others. 

Kindergarten children:  the parents stay with their car; a supervisor takes the 

child to the car, where the person picking up the child 

places it in the child seat; after that departure is as soon as 

possible to leave the place for others 

Pre-kindergarten:  individual pick-up as before, by telephone (VK 1) or by 

ringing the doorbell (VK 2), then the child is brought 

downstairs. 

 

5. Extracurricular Activities and Childcare 
 

As has been the case since 27.04.2020, the prekindergartens will be run according to the 

regular programme and timetable. Due to the maximum group size of 11 children, no 

subdivisions are necessary at this age group. In addition, the prekindergartens are not subject 

to the regulations of the elementary school and were therefore allowed to admit children of 

parents from system-relevant professions even during the lockdown in the sense of "emergency 

care". Naturally, all protective and hygienic measures (see 7. below) also apply to 

prekindergartens, correspondingly applied to this age group. 

 

For the transitional phase between the end of the lockdown on 11.05.2020 and the expected 

normal opening of the schools from 08.06.2020, the regular supplementary care will remain 

closed. However, as in previous weeks, emergency childcare will be available for children in 

the kindergarten and primary school classes, which will be open to all parents who are forced to 

rely on partial or comprehensive care of their child for professional reasons.  

 

The emergency care is open from 07:30 to 18:00; evening care until 19:00 is not available until 

further notice. Emergency care is available for children on days with face-to-face lessons from 



07:30 until the start of lessons without prior appointment in their class, and after the end of 

lessons until 18:00 with prior appointment in the after-school care centre.  

On days without classroom instruction it is available in the after-school care centre within the 

maximum opening hours, but only by prior appointment. Pre-registration must be made in any 

case by 15:00 of the last preceding school day at the latest by e-mail to info@dinsle.ch (for the 

start and end of lessons, see "4. Daily Routine"). 

 

6. Additional offers and Courses 
 

During the transition period until 08.06.2020 there will be no leisure and Gymi preparation 

courses (currently only 5th class). As soon as it is clear when the recreational courses will start 

again, an invoice will be issued for the refund of prepaid course fees for courses cancelled due 

to Corona. 

There will be no support lessons until 08.06.2020. In individual cases, parents can make 

different arrangements with the respective teacher. 

Music teachers who give lessons directly on behalf of the parents may again offer lessons. 

However, they are subject to the same protective and hygienic measures that apply to the entire 

school (see 7. below). 

 

In accordance with the instructions of the elementary school authority, excursions in larger 

groups, school trips or class camps are prohibited until the 2020 summer holidays. Also not 

permitted are any events such as school or graduation parties which lead to large gatherings of 

people. Our school naturally adheres to these regulations and therefore regrets that we will not 

be holding our traditional summer party, exams or pot-luck parties. 

 

7. Protection and Hygiene Measures 
 

The known general hygiene measures are still valid: 

 Keep distance (especially among adults 2 m) 

 Greetings without handshake 

 Wash hands regularly (at least 30 sec.) 

 Cough / sneeze in elbows 

 Sick people stay at home! (for symptoms such as fever, cough, etc.) 

 

To ensure the safety of children and employees, we also take the following additional 

measures: 

 Only staff and our children/students have access to the school rooms; parents are not 

allowed to enter the rooms without the express permission of a teacher! For this reason, 

a "gate" is erected at the entrance to the children's house and school building, which is 

manned during the reception and collection of the children.  

 Cafeteria and guest toilets will remain closed to parents and those collecting children 

until further notice. 

 When the children arrive, an infrared fever meter will be used to measure the children's 

temperature; from 38° fever upwards, the child must go home again. 

 A hand disinfectant is available at the entrance to each location; however, this is 

reserved for adults, as disinfectants are not suitable for children's hands! 

 To avoid aerosol concentrations in the classrooms, regular airing during the school 

hours is ensured. 

 The children's work tables are cleaned with a disinfectant at the end of each day's 

lessons.  
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 The Montessori materials must not be cleaned with disinfectants, otherwise the paint 

may be damaged. Furthermore, this is not necessary because the children wash their 

hands thoroughly with soap before working, as well as before lunch and after each visit 

to the toilet. For this purpose Montessori has developed a special hand washing 

exercise! In addition, studies have shown that the corona viruses are not able to survive 

on smooth, dry surfaces, i.e. they can be detected but are no longer able to reproduce 

(see ZDF programme "Markus Lanz" of 31.03.2020 regarding Heinsberg study 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VP7La2bkOMo. 

 Hygiene masks: Children do not wear masks. Our employees decide for themselves 

whether they want to wear masks; however, especially in the VK this is not 

recommended from a pedagogical point of view! Parents are free to decide whether they 

want to wear masks when bringing and fetching their children. 

 The kitchen staff always wear gloves; wearing a mask is optional. 

 

8. Employees of the School 
 

Employees who belong to a risk group and have a medical certificate may not be engaged in 

classroom instruction. Wherever possible, they support the teaching staff or school 

administration from their home office.  

 

Our employees are guaranteed their full contractual salary during the entire lockdown period. 

Any short-time working compensation or daily allowance for daycare paid to the school will be 

used in full for the partial reimbursement of school fees to clients on a pro rata or step-related 

basis. 

 

9. Treatment of Quarantine and Isolation Measures 

The following applies to both employees and children: Anyone who shows typical symptoms 

of illness is in isolation. Anyone who has had close contact with a sick person, e.g. in the 

context of family cohabitation, goes into quarantine (see BAG guidelines "Self-isolation and 

quarantine"). 

If several cases of illness with typical COVID-19 symptoms occur in a semi-group, the 

school management immediately seeks medical advice and informs all parents of this semi-

group. Depending on medical advice, a half group including its teachers can be put into self 

quarantine.  

 

 

Best regards - and stay healthy! 

Verena and Jürg R. Schüepp-Lanz 

for the school management of "d'Insle" Montessori-Schule AG 
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